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SUBJECT: POLITICAL REACTIONS TO ANNOUNCEMENT OF PRESIDENTIAL 
VISIT 

1. DURING A MAJOR POLITICAL SPEECH IN ROME MAY 3, ITALIAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI) GENERAL SECRETARY ENRICO BERLINGUER 
OPENED PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF THE FORTHCOMING VISIT OF PRESI- 
DENT FORD TO TIALY. AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS, BERLINGUER 
EXPRESSED A MEASURE OF SKEPTICISM ABOUT "THE REAL PURPOSE" 

OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT AND ABOUT THE ABILITY OF THE ITALIAN 
LEADERSHIP TO EXPLAIN THE REALITY OF THE ITALIAN SITUATION 
AND TO REPRESENT IN AN EFFECTIVE MANNER THE NATIONAL INTER- 
EST. HE NOTED THAT THE PCI SUPPORTS THE IDEA OF A "COOP- 
ERATIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES" BUT STRESSED THAT 
THE PARTY WILL DENOUNCE ANY EFFORTS TO USE THE VISIT FOR IN- 
TERNAL POLITICAL PURPOSES. 

2. IN HARD HITTING SPEECH TO CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC (DC) 

ELECTORAL ASSEMBLY AT STRESA MAY 4, DC PARTY SECRETARY FAN- 
FANI DIRECTLY CHALLENGED BERLINGUER'S REMARKS. THE COMMUNIST 
LEADER, FANFANI SAID, "ASKED YESTERDAY WHAT PRESIDENT FORD 

IS COMING TO DO IN ITALY. WE DO NOT HAVE THIS CURIOSITY. 

INSTEAD WE ARE CONCERNED TO PROVE ALSO TO HIM, AS TO EVERY 
FRIEND AND ALLY, THAT THE ITALIAN PEOPLE ARE STILL DETERMINED 
NOT TO COMPROMISE THEIR OWN LIBERTY, GIVING WAY TO THE EN- 
TICEMENTS OF THE SO-CALLED NEW COMMUNISM, WHICH - IN TERMS 
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